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The Friends of the \
Ipswich Museums
Newsletter
1= published three times a year and
distributed free to all members. The
Folld was set up in 1934 to support
the work and development of the
lpswich Museums: Ipswich Museum in
the High Street, Christchurch Mansion
and the Ipswich Art School Gallery:
Since April 2007 the Ipswich Museums
have been managed as part of the
(Zolchester and lpswich Museum
Service [CIS).

Friends continue to provide financial
support to the Ipswich Museums as
well as acting as volunteers. The
Friends run outings, talks and other
events for their members.

The Friends provide guided tours of
the Mansion and Museum, including
free Peeps info the Past at the
tansion throughout most of the year.
Tours for groups can be booked by
contacting the Mansion

(01473 433554).

Folld i= 2 member of the British
Association of Friends of Museums,
the lpswich Arts Association and the

Suffolk Chamber of Commerce.
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Editor’s Notes

Following the request for help sent out
with the last newsletter, | am pleased to
say Sally Kitt 1z now helping me to
produce the newsletter. Although very
newy to the job, she has already
contributed to this issue.

| was delighted to receive so many
articles for this newsletter. Bill Seaman
tells us how well the Aspire Programme
IS going.

EBob Entwistle tells us about the
preparations for the VWaterloo
Exhibition on display upstairs in the
Mansion. Many of the items were
prepared for display by volunteers.
Some work on the uniforms by a
professional conservator was paid for
by the Friends.

YWe hear about the trip to the Imperial
War Museurmn in February and the
Summer Farty in June.

Wewill be trying out a new venue for
lunchtime talks. The Seckford Golf
Zlub offers good parking and easy
access. The first talk waill be about
Alfred Munnings and will take place in
(ctober.

Elzewhere in the newsletter we have
a message from our news President,

(Zouncillor with special interest in the
Museum Service, Carale Jones, and
the newly appointed Artist Ranger, Lisa
Temple-Cox, introduce themselves.

For those who were unable to attend
the AGM | have included a brief report
on page 22

tary Halliwell

Sufiolk Mew College offars a wide
rangs of full and part time
acadaric and work ralstesd

training opporunities inclhsding
vocational programmaes, & levels
and Apprenticeships Inoan sdult
learing mnvironment with
stata-of-the-art aquipmsant and
resourcas locatsd in central

pawich,
oy
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Chairman’s Letter

Thank vou to all who attended our AGM
on 14t April. The Hon Gay Strutt served
as our President for many years but
decided the time had come to retire. |
would like to thank her personally, and
on behalf of the Friends, for being such
a support to us and hope we will still see
her at Friends’ events.

| am delighted that Fenny, Lady Dehen,
has agreed to hecome Foll President .
Lady Deben has been active in
introducing new members for the last
fewy years aswell as having interests in
Friends' groups at various London
museumns, and we look forward to a
rewwarding association. (See Lady
Deben's message on page 10

Gordon Mole from IBC gave us a room
by room wision of the High Street
redevelopment proposal, and the
reaction from Members was very
positve. There iz, of course, a long way
to go vet but Folh will support it where
WEe Can.

Arts Council Grant

The Museum Service has been awarded
approximately £600,000 funding from
the Arts Council over the next three
vears. An artist has been appointed on
ayear's contract to plan future
exhibitions (see page 21).

A New Exhibition at the Art School

Drawing on the rainboe featured in
Constable's Salisbury Cathedral from
the Meadows an exhibition called

Colours will be showing in the Art
=chool. VWith seven colours of the
rainbow and seven rooms, each raom
will feature news work and waorks from the
lpswich collection reflecting the rainbowy
colours.

Displayed at the Mansion

Foll hawve once again funded a
costume display in the Mansion. This
time, for the 200t anniversary of the
Battle of “Waterloo, we have displayed
some of the large collection of military
uniforms and weaponry. Bob Entwistle
and Anna Todd have conserved and
prepared the costumes for display with
the help of volunteers, including Glynis
Erannon, a member of the Friends whao
was a college lecturer in fashion and
textiles. | particularly like the soldier
from Cromweell's Army displayed in the
Green Hoom. Are the two dents in his
metal breastplate the result of being hit
by musket balls”Y The complete unifarm
of Trooper Smith, who fought at the
Battle of VWaterloo, iz on display in the
Library, and helmets, drums, banners,
tunics and weapons are In various
rooms of the Mansion.

The Wolsey Gallery

Since early June, the ongoing year of
Constable celebrates the 200t
anniversary of Constable's Garden
paintings with further displays and loans
on showy in the VWolsey Gallery.

The last phase of the Aspire programme
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sees another re-hang in the Waolsey
Gallery featuring artists influenced by
(Zonstable — including Lucien Freud.
Friends are invited to a special viewing
on 14 Septwith a talk by Aspire co-
ordinator Calebh Howgego.

Filming

Afilm project on migration is being
produced by a group of ladies from
Yolunteering Matters. |t deals with
social change and migration in lpswich
and Suffolk since Anglo-Saxon times. |
spent a morning with the group in May
talking about the Mansion in the context
of migration (e.g. the Huguenots) and
the group have kindly donated a sum to
Folh as a result. | look forward to the
finished production.

Activities and Events

Faul Bruce has again organized two
lunchtime talks. Our last few talks hawve
heen at the Galley in VYWoodbridge and
wie have had some excellent lunches
there. However, the steep stainvay to
the restaurant has been a barrier for
some members and so we have looked
at alternative venues. As a result, the
next two talks will be at Seckford Hall
Gaolf Club, which has easy access and
ample car parking, so | hope many of
wou will join us for the first one in
(Jctober. An evening talk will take place
at the Mansion on 14 March 2016 to
allmwy people who are unable to attend
during the day to come along. Ve are
lucky to have Sarah Medlam, Curatar
Emeritus of the V&4 as our speaker and
mare details will be in the next

newsletter.

The ever-enterprising team of Mansion
guides has come up with the idea of a
gift voucher offering a private tour of the
bMansion. This can be bought as a gift
for a group of up to four people, and will
include one copy of the Mansion
brochure as part of the package. Pick
up a form in the Mansion or see the
advertisement on page 11 for details.

A special themed tour about eighteenth
century portraits and porcelain is being
led by Joan Munns for Heritage
weekend. See diary for details.

Don't forget that we offer gift packages
of FolM membership too; these also
include a complementary tour for the
recipient as well as all the henefits of
membership.

Weve only just had a successful
sUMMer party so it seems a hit early to
be thinking of the Christmas Party on 2
Dec, but this is akways a very pleasant
occasion with plenty of food and drink in
the special atmosphere of the Mansion
at night. | am sure those who attended
last year will be pleazed to hear that the
lpswich Chamber Chaoir, who entertained
us sowell last year, will be returning with
conductor Christopher Borrett.

Erica Burrows,
Chairman

& 01473 785152, ar emaill
ericabi@btinternet.com
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Bill Seaman’s Column

This has been a busy fews manths far
the museums with much happening
across the service. Constable's
Salisbury Cathedral from the
Meadows continues to be a wonderful
drawy for Christchurch Mansion with over
10,000 wisitors seeing the painting in the
first three months — a 230% lift on the
same time last year.

The Gardens' exhibition at Christchurch
tansion formally opened on 11 June. It
celebrates the hicentenary of the
painting of 'Golding Constable's Kitchen
Garden’ and “Vegetable Garden'in 1815
which are arguably amongst
Constable’s most famous works. The
exhibition includes loans of garden
pictures from Tate, the Victoria and
Albert Museum and the Fitzwailliam
Museum, Cambridge. The launch was
timed to coincide with Constahble's
hirthday and a national seminar on
Constable held in lpswich for the
partners on the Aspire project — Mational
Museurmn of Wales, Mational Museum of
Scotland, Tate and of course Salishury
Museum. The seminar included
lectures and visits including a trip to
Flatford Mill to confirm lpswich's status
as being the gateway to "Constahble
Country'. The partners were impressed
with [pswich's museums and collections
and the high impact that the painting
has had on visits to the Mansion. As a
result we have been encouraged to
request the loan of further high profile
wiorks from the national collections.

The re-hang of the Walsey Art Gallery
for the Gardens Exhibition has meant
that thanks to the generous support of

the Friends, several of the
Gainshorough landscape paintings can
be re-glazed with non-reflective glass.
Thiz will make an enormous difference
to the appreciation of these works and it
I= hoped that we can undertake a
programme of re-glazing the art
collection over future months.

Friends may have noticed a fine display
of uniforms and arms in the Mansion to
coincide with the hicentenary of the
Battle of VWaterloo. VWith the support of
Friends these fine items are in a fitting
setting and generating considerahle
interest from wisitors.

In the Art School the Emotions
exhibition focussing on single or small
groups of ohjects from the collections
was met with intrigue and fascination
and visitor feedback will inform the next
exhibition called Colours. Using the rich
and diverse museumn collections, the
displays take the rainbow colours
inspired by Salishury Cathedral from
the Meadows to colour-theme each of
the small galleries off the central
octagon. This exhibition opening on
2% June promises to be a fascinating
opportunity to see a number of the
seldom displayed ohjects in lpswich's
collection.

And finally to let you know that we
continue to recruit much needed news
team members to the service as the
newy structure takes shape. More to
followvy when the full team is in place.

Bill Seaman
CIMS Museum Manager
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More Aspire Projects Events

A 200th Anniversary Cake Visitors to Flatford

John Constable painted his parents’ Also on 11 June a party from the Tate,
gardens 200 years ago. The current the Welsh MNational Museumn and

exhibition in the Wolsey Gallery - : -
celebrates this event with the loan of a sy MosEis b E.l VAL
Flatford as part of the Aspire

number of addition Constable paintings

of our local area. programme. They viewed the sites from
On Constable's birthday, 11 June, the which Constable painted several of his
Mayar of lpswich visited Christchurch local paintings, including our awn "The

Mansion to watch "John Constable” cut MIll Stream”.
a cake to celebrate the paintings.

[hoees yoru P EALH e Brpdture have
cup marks and other nosightly
E

qpas of wear?

Call Helvedere Enday and ask
m about their FREE service.

ungd Lerinpeetitise prices
d  InEranoe work
LOTTERY FUNDED Surniluie repalis

Cerllecton and delivery
Burnituze desipners

NFN' il nnarnalact ress

ffar any +zaman vau ane rot YapTy |.'.'i._'.|'. o
E ol vee b s dinailian wd eall dr':-:'a[g.un re o f
rharz: ey and givs vasdial F e cost sak.
1

Tel: 01473 807719

11 Dove Street, Tpswach P4 1M
weanyy bl vgd eneroproductionsg co.chk
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Friends’ Diary

iWhen hooking events please include EITHER your e-mall address
DR a stamped self addressed envelope far aur reply

Date

Event

Booking & details

Tues-Suns until
1 Mo

“APeep into the Past” : daily short
tours of the Mansion at 11am
weekdays, Zpm Sundays

Just turn up, not suitable
for parties, donations
welcome

12 813 Sept
(Heritage
Weekend )

‘Portraits and Porcelain - A
glimpse into the 18th century' at
Christchurch Mansion led by Mansion
Guide, Joan Munns

Saturday @ 2 pm, Sunday @ 3pm
free tour — donations welcome

Boolk at the Mansian
(01473 433554) ar email
ericabi@btinternet.com

Tues 15 Sept at
B.30 pm

Frivate view with presentation far
Folh of final part of the Aspire
programme in the VWolsey Gallery
featuring artists influenced by John
(Zonstable. (details on Fage 9)

Book at the Mansian
(01473 433554 ar email
ericabi@btinternet.com

16-19 Sept Friends' BElack Country Visit For details see Wehsite,
2013 book by end of July
Wed 28 Oct Lunchtime talk at Seckford Golf Club. |Booking form enclosed
20145 Speaker:Marcia VWhiting, "Alfred

bunnings”

£ 16 including two course set lunch
Wed 2 Dec Friends Christmas Farty at Mansion  |Booking form with nesxt
2013 with Ipswich Chamber Chaoir newsletter
Wed 24 Fehb Lunchtime talk at Seckford Golf Club |Booking form with nest
2016 Speaker: Carrie Willis telling us newsletter

about conservation of a puzzle jug.
£ 16 including teo course set lunch

Wed 14 March
2016

Ewvening Talk at Mansion by Sarah
Medlam, Emeritus Curator WEA | an
the news European Galleries

Eooking form with next
newsletter

Wed 13 duly
2018

iz Might with Supper at Seckford
Golf Club

Detalls next newsletter
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Friends’ News

New Members

We are very pleased to welcome
the following news membhbers:

frs P Ayers

PAr & Mrs P Lefort
Mr B Fawsey

M=, O Johnston
Mrs S Barnes
rs M Cooper
frs & Cowper
Mr B Wilson

fbrs b Camplin & Mr T Dickings
fAr & Mrs | Hardy
Mz C Mason

Cir F Mesling

Jean Attenborrow
Future Events

FolM Private View In Wolsey Gallery
Tues 15 Sept

The Friends are invited to a Private
Wiewy of the third and final stage of the
Aspire Programme. Caleb Howigego will
give a short talk about the new display
in the Wolsey Gallery.

Constable's " Salisbury Cathedral from
the Meadows" will be surrounded by
paintings by artists, including Lucien
Freud, who were strongly influenced by
Constable's waork,

Friends’Black Country Visit
16-19 Sept 2015

This visit was advertised in our Spring
newsletter. There is still room for a few
more people. If wou are interested in

joining the party, you should contact
Jean Attenborrow as soon as possible. A
booking form can be downloaded from
our website.

Lunchtime talks at Seckford Golf
Club

Wewill be trying out a new venue for
our lunch time talks next season. The
first will be given by Marcia Whiting,
Assistant Curator and Fesearcher at
tunnings At Museum, Dedham . It wall
take place on YWed 28 Cctober. A
biooking form for this talk is included with
this nevysletter. The costwill he £16
including a two course set lunch.

A second talk by Carrie Willis, who is a
member of the lpswich Museum Staff,
will take place at the same venue on
Whed 24 Feh. Carrie will tell us how she
conserved a puzzle jug accidentally
broken by a visitor. A booking form for
this talls waill be circulated with the
Autumn MNewsletter,

Friends’ Christmas Party

The 2012 Christmas Party is booked for
VWeds 2 Dec at the Mansion. Tickets will
he £14 including supper and drinks and
entertainment by Ipswich Chamber
(Choir. A booking form for this event will
be circulated with the Autumn
Mewsletter

Events planned for 2016

Evening Talk: Mon 14th March 2016
Sarah Medlam, Ementus Curator Wadk |

will talls about the news European
Galleries at the WaA
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A Gluiz Night
To be held at Seckford Golf Club on 13
July 2016

Tea with our New President

In early June, Erica, our Chairman,
arranged an informal meeting for
Committee members and Lady Deben
(Fenny Gummer). Tea was enjoyed in
Erica's garden.

A Message from Lady Deben

| feel very honoured to hawve been
invited to take the place of wonderful
Gay Strutt in becoming the president of
the Friends of lpswich Museum and |

was delighted to accept.

| was very glad to meet quite a few
members at the AGM and | was
particularly interested to hear the talks
about various aspects of the museumns,
and the plans for the newy buildings will
clearly be the subject of great debate in
the near future. | subseguently
enjoyed a very happy and delicious tea
with the committee in Erica’s sunHfilled
garden. | much look forward to my
association with you all.

Fenmny

Tea in Erica’s garden
Left to right:

< Jlean Attenborrovy

J John Lapsley

Faul Bruce

Lady Dehen

Tolearn more go tor
b Bafm. oo Lk

\.

Foll i affiliated to The Britieh Azsociation of Friends of
Museums (BAMN. The BAIM i3 an independent organisation
establizhed in 1973 for Friends, volunteers and supporters in
museums, galleries and heritage sites inthe UK. It offers &
friendly and practical network of support from people with first
-hand experience of running Friends organisations, acts & &
clearing house for common problems and their solutions, and
= & central source of information about Friends for Friends.

The BAIM has an exdremely informative website providing lots
of useful information on & range of activities including

promoting our museum, fundraising and codes of ethics! /

10
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Friends’ Summer Party
17 June 2015

o

SO i, i Lo il
Faul Bruce telling the Friends about Berrard
Feynolds’ sculpture [ right) inmetnory of the
Gonckis family

Ahout B0 Friends enjoyed strawherries
and Fimmes in the Courtyard of the
tMansion on a balmy June

evening. Although it looked like we
were going to have to dodge some
showers, we managed to stay outside
to hear Paul Eruce tell the story of the
sculpture in the garden by Eernard
Feynolds. Itwas commissioned by
Tom Gondris, who came to England
on the wartime #inderdransport. The
sculpture is a memaorial to his family,
who perished in the Holocaust.

Eernard Feynolds was head of
sculpture at lpswich School of At His
predecessor, Alan Bellis, sculpted the
relief of Cardinal VWolsey which is over
the garden entrance of the YWolsey Art
Gallery.

Museum Garden Update

Sheila Brooks and Mary Hallneell
continue to work in the Museum
Garden. The garden has been very
colourful since January when the

winter flowwering cherry opened its buds,
followwed by crocuses and daffodils. The
Iy has now been eliminated from the
main growing area and plants growin
from seed in Mary's greenhouse have
bheen planted: Cobea Scandens is now
growing on the old tree stump and
gaillardias and heliotropes have been
planted to replace the daffodils.

All the existing plants were trimmed
back over the spring and are thriving
without the iy, The Friends contributed
a dogwood (Cornus Alba Baton Fouge).
This has beautiful red stems and pale
green leaves, plus clusters of white
flowwers in Spring. It is planted by the
entrance to the Paccitti Compary.

Looking for an ORIGINAL gift?
TH =
SANSION TOUR
CLET ¥OUCHER
is the UNIQUE answer!

The Voucher enntles one group up Lo i

maximum of four people to attend a Special
Cuided Tour of Christchurch Mansion.

The Voucher w presented moa (i Card and
crvelope, with istructions lor wranging
specific date and tune tor the tour.

Ui copy of the Mansion Sowvernr CGude

DBook (REP L3) is also included.
The cost of the Voucher 1 £20.00

Order by contacung 41394 211684
or by e-mail 1o dwdkIwaiiworld.com

CHRISTCHURCH s ANSICN
IR

11
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FolM Expedition to Imperial War Museum,

London - Feb 2015

In February, a group of Friends visited
the Imperial War Museum, London. |
had been to the WM before - as
witnessed by a family photo of a 13 year
old boy standing in front of a tangled hit
of metal (midget submarine?) circa
1861. The wisit was prompted by an
article on the reopening of the W
London after a £40 million
redevelopment programme. Cur trip
was timed to take in the British Art of the
First Waorld VWar exhibition which
comprised pictures by the “Who's Who'
of VWA artists: William Barnes Waollen,
Walter Sickert, Stanley Spencer, Paul
MNash, Percy VWyndham Lewis, VWilliam
(Jrpen, George Clausen, Gilbert Fogers
and of course, Anna Airy.

At a rather early hour, the group of 34
Friends set off for London with John, our
cheerfully optimistic coach driver in his
usual good form. The journey into
London was uneventful and John gave
an entertaining, impromptu tourist
commentary as we travelled through
docklands and into central Londaon. Cn
arrival at the MWW, we suggested to
John that we would leave at around
15:30; "so soonY no need to leave so
early." he said. YWe explained that we
wanted to be out of London before the
rush hour and as we had arrved ahead
of schedule, 15:30 would be fine.

From the outside the WM is
unchanged, but inside, the new full-
height atrium is guite stunning and the
scale iz disconcerting when you realise
that there are full-size aircraft
suspended in the space. For thosewho
had visited the museum some time ago,
another major change was in the

interpretation of exhibitz. The displays
use social history stories intenwoven
with human experience as a
counterpoint to the technology and the
grim reality of conflict. Tucked away
hetween the hig-ticket galleries are
some real gems: the Extraordinary
Heroes (military and civilian awards)
gallery on level & brings home the
personal side of heroism and is
displayed in a way that focuses on the
person rather than the cause. The guite
understated \War Story on level 1
comprised photographs and wideo of the
aftermath of the withdrawal from
Afghanistan - thought provoking.

The Truth & Memory exhibition made a
big impact. The first Gallery focused on
artists who created their art at the front -
Wallen, Sickert, Mevinsan & Mash. |t
was initially difficult to appreciate the art
on account of the thought-provoking
content - certainly not the glorification of
conflict. The second galley contained
works that were created by artists when
they were in the LK. At the entrance
was a striking oil on glass painting by
Eric Kennington and in the final room
was The Wunitions Factory by Anna
Airy. Both of these pictures deserved
time to take in the detail and the
underlying story.

The hig-ticket galleries are the
Holocaust Gallery on Level 3/ and the
First Waorld \ar gallery on Level 0.

Both are major exhibitions in their mamn
right and the W\ gallery is a day
outing in itself. Linked with the A4\
gallery is a large collection of
contemporary paintings by amateur and
professional artists - unigue, personal

12
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ohservations of the time.

The overwhelming sense of the day
wias that there was too much to take in
on one visit; the galleries and their
exhibits deserve to be studied, not just
looked at and passed by,

After a day in the museum (and of
course, at least 2 visits to the cafe) we
gathered to await the arrival of the
coachwhich was spot on at 15:30. The
party set off for lpswich in good form

Yery soon, we slowed to a snail's pace -
well, not even that. "Always like this"
reported John, "it will be a short wait”.
Twenty minutes later and a few yards
further on, the 'short wait' converted to
'mediumwait' and in due course to a
long wait'. |t did give us an opportunity
to study closely the small business
enterprises of East London, the locals,
what they had in their shopping bags
and the notices in shop windows.

Mot onky was the A10 gridlocked, but
alsothe A11, A12 and the A13. All
solid, stopped, going nowhere. Time
passed and we managed to escape the

clutches of London gridiock and headed
for Chelmsford when John broke it to us
that he was running out of driver-hours
and he would have to stop at
(Chelmsford far him to have a legal
break. This was greatly appreciated
bhecause we needed refreshment after
the time spent studying East London in
close detail.

This was not the end of the expedition .
At Chelmsford, a lorry driver explained
that the A12 was totally blocked Morth
of Chelmsford and we would have to
route wia the A120.  Inthe end, we
reached Ipswich at some very late hour
which | have conveniently forgotten. All
in all, a memarahble trip for two reasons,
one the Wi and secondly the journey
which in terms of time, was probably a
recard. Mewvertheless, the Friends are a
stoic group and took the experience
(outwardly amyway) in good spirt. Sur
coach driver dJohn was outstanding and
he made sure that although late, we got
back safely.

John Lapsley

35
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Introducing Carole Jones

Since the recent elections Carol Jones has became the loswich Councifior with a
special inferest in the Museum Senvice. We invited her fo infroduce herself and fell
us about her favounte objiect. (Carole’s photograph appears on the back cover)

I'mm ariginally from YWales, but came to
Suffolk over 30 years ago for a newy job
(head of English at Stowwupland High
=chool) was a councillor on Mid
Suffolk district council for 10 years, and
after moving to lpswich was elected in
2004 onto the Borough Council. | love
art, | love visiting galleries and
museumns, and a little while back | did a
fine arts degree at UCS, graduating in
2008 — they were three of the happiest
vears of my lifel by main secondyear
project was haszed on the Heverend
John Stevens Henslow and [pswich
Museum. 5o I'm really pleased to have
the museums in my portfolio.

The John Constable exhibitions at
Christchurch Mansion have been a
wonderful magnet. They've attracted
thousands of people to the Mansion,
and will continue to do so — and our
ambition must be to work out ways of
drawing those people back once The
Great Salisbury' has gone on its way.
The High Street Museum project is of
course the major challenge over the
next fews years; winning substantial
funding at a time of public sectar cuts Is
never easy, butwe have great museum
staff, and great supporters like the
Friends, and if we work together we
give ourseles and Ipswich the bhest
chance of succeeding.

| was asked to choose a favourite tem

from the collections, and I've selected
(Zonstable's two gardens — his mother
Ann's flowwer garden, and his father
Golding's kitchen garden. | love them
bhecause they are small, intimate
paintings which Constable never sold -
they were found in his studio after he
died. That tells me he carried a corner
of Suffolk in his heart all his life, and
everything that meant to hirm — family,
love, landscape, encapsulated in these
two views from the upstairs windows of
East Bergholt House. They demaonstrate
for me the importance in his work of the
‘ordinary” world, nature and people not
ramanticised or embellished, but
painted as he saw and felt them. They
are wonderful pieces for us to have in
lpswich.

Carole Jones

ART WORKSHOPS

& relaxedand friendly group of all agesand
ahilities: sharing ideas, being inspired and
encouragng each other to learn and devel opl

Orlental Workshop

Sat18% Juk 2015

Uragawa Hiroshiga, Chinese brush painting,;
aonsdic an velouwr paper

Formore information call Geraldine
01473 729305
whntwy, 238,00 Ukfart/geraldinesp

14
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Competitions for Suffolk Museums

Evens vear there is a competition to select the Best Museum in Suffolk and the
Best Museun Object in Suffolk. The winner is decided by the nurmber of voling
shios recelved. The resuifs wiil be announced in August. Friends can vole by
Fisiting the fnswich Museumns or using voling sfios in the local paoer,

There are mare than 50 museums in
Suffolk—see the Suffolk Museums

Website: hitpatwwawsuffolkmuseurns . org

Every vear each Museum is invited to
compete in the Suffolk Museumn of the
fear Competition and enter an object
for the Ohject of the Year Competition.

In the case of the lpswich Museum the
management decides which of their
museums should be entered for the
competition. This year the Mansion has
bheen selected. The management chose
Trooper Smith's Uniform as the ohject.
(see front cover) This can actually be
traced back to being waorn in the Battle
of Waterloo —which, | am sure you are
aware, was 200 years ago this year.

Yoting for the Museum of the Year

There are three voting boxes in the
tMansion: inthe Main Hall, in the VWolsey
Art Gallery and in the Fonnereau Cafe.

All voters have to dois fill in their name.
Additionally they can fill in their
postcode and what they like best about
the museum —this is, according to Huth
Gillan (the lady running the scheme)
purely for research. Also the
participating museumns absolutely love
hearing what visitors enjoy most.

Yoting slips have to be sent back to the
competition organisers by 21 Aug. To
be sure wour vote is counted please
cast your vote by 19 Aug.

some Folb members may find the slips
publizhed in the East Anglian Daily
Times on Saturdays. You need to enter
Christchurch Mansion as your choice.
The =zlip has to be posted to the address
provided in the EADT.

VYoting for the Object of the Year

This iz will be an online voting poll on
the Suffolk Museums Vebsite. The pall
will appear on the |eft side of the
screen. The wvoting for this will open
towards the end of July — at the time of
going to press this date iz unknown.

We're here

Supporting
Friends of Ipswich

o 1 ] ﬁ
— "‘;._
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Ll p- lene. 8 H’#‘ ;
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IPSWICH

LDNGSGRETY
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Conservation Corner

Bob Entwistie telis us about preparing for the Batlie of Waterioo display in the
Mansion and changing the exhibition in the Woisey Gallery

In the Spring Mewsletter | reported that
the conservation volunteers have been
cleaning swords. Since then they have
graduated to cleaning guns and
helmets.

1815 and All That

Eecausewe are not blessed with a
surfeit of YWaterloo memarahilia | have
extended the display to include the later
Mineteenth Century as well.

This way we can include objects from
the Crimea and later conflicts. Some of

":..1. " - 'l

these ohjects have not been an display
for a long time, if ever. They include
some rare Fussian helmets and
muskets captured at Sebastopaol.

| wanted to put a large maortar shell in
the display but it was too heawy to lift!

Anna Todd and volunteers have been
placing uniforms on manneguins at the
tMansion ready for the display. The star
VWaterloo object is Trooper Smith's
unifarm waorn at VWaterloo (see front
page). Trooper Smith came from Melton

The display in the Fococo Foom
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Fusszian Musket
with Sebastopol
Flague and Arms
of Micholas |

and served throughout the Peninsular
War and the 100 Days Var We also
hawve his medals and his tobacco box.

YWe are also putting a small display in
the Town Hall to mark the anniversary
and this will include his medals and a
fewy other ohjects.

The Yolunteers thought the display was
too male orientated and so a lady's
dress coat of 1815 style (see back
cover) is also being displayed.

| would like to thank:

Ghynis for helping Anna put the uniforms
on display and making arms for the

costumes;

Stella, Geoff, Rowell, Carrie and Jenny
for cleaning swaords, guns, helmets etc.

| would like to thank the Folk for a
grant allowing me to employ Anna, a
textile conservatar from Stowamnarket, to
help with the uniforms, and also for
paying to have stands made for the
mannequins.

Five mint condition Erown Bess
muskets, British helmets, and some
French cavalry helmets (see back page)
are on display in the Library at the
tMansion. And a selection of swards will

Crone Holl Londen Rood  |pswich IFZ2 0AL
WWW.Iyan-group.co.uk

For a mere persenal approach to all of vour
business & personal insurance needs

tel: 01473 343390

email: info@ryan-group.co.ulk

~
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The Elliot Carbine before and alter cleaning and repair

be included too. Two of the swords are
French. Cne is a particularly nasty
looking Pioneer's sword with a serrated
edge.

Zrimean and later objects are on showy
in the Fococo Koom. Captured
Fussian helmets and muskets, and
Eritish Enfield rifles from the Crimea are
being dizsplayed We are also displaying
a selection of carbines, later rifles, and
swiords. Thiswill take us up to 1900,

The uniforms are 19t century and
mostly from the Suffolk Militia and
Yeomanry.

In the Music room at the Mansion we
have some MNapoleonic drums and a
bandsman's unifarm.

For the Town hall display | have come
across a rare Elliot Pattern carhine

dated 1811. This carhine iz also
stamped with the mark of the
Honourahle East India Company
(Zavalry. The carbine was in an unloved
condition. The barrel was loose and
corroded and the stock was broken and
dirty. Otherwise it was all intact
including its ramrod.

Mr Howeell Bell, ane of the volunteers,
spent a long time cleaning the barrel
and lock, and waxing the stock. |
repaired the stock and made a new pin
to secure the barrel.

We alz=o have a French Cuirassier's
breastplate and some British cavalry
swords for the Towen Hall.

Trooper Smith's uniform is our entry far
the Suffolk Museum Chiject of the Year
competition (see page 15) Friends and
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even friends of Friends can wvote for it
online.

Wote earlyl Yote oftenl

Constable’s Gardens in the Wolsey
Gallery

(Zonstable painted his parents’ gardens
in 1814, In May the display in the
Wiolzey Gallery was changed to
celebrate the hicentenary of the
paintings. e took in over 20 works
fram the Fitzwilliam, the Tate and the
WA

YWWe had to re-arrange the gallery, and
put some works into storage. Ve then
had to receive the loans which had to
bhe umwrapped, then condition
reported, and fixed to the wall with a
variety of strong security fixings.

| spent most of my time poring over the
works and comparing the condition
reports to what we actually recerved.
Always best to be surel

Loans to Gainsborough’s House

Some of our paintings have gone to
Sudbury on a short loan whilst the

Garden Exhibition is on in the Waolsey
Gallery. These needed condition
reporting and wrapping. | akways find
condition reporting a particular onerous
task. Every part of the painting,
including the frame, front and rear has
to he photographed and documented.
All the damage has to be noted. The
painting has to be taken apart, and
removed from its frame to get a good
viewy of its condition. Then all this has to
be written up.

This can take up to 2 days per painting.

Then the paintings have to be packed
for transport. This can take two or three
people for a large waork.

The good thing is that | usually get to go
with them. However this time it's only to
Sudbury. Mice but not really exotic.

Bob Entwistle
Conservator
Editor’s Note: The display at

Gainshorough's House of GreatArt in

Suffoelk Museums runs until 18
Cictober 2015,

(

\.

Dummett Copp

FATEMT & TRADE MARK ATTORNEYS
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Recent Acquisitions

Joan Lvall reports on an oif painting and some ladies fashion terns given to lowich
Museun this vear, IPSMG R 2015 n.n are the accession numbers indicating fterms

acquired in 2075

An Qil Painting by Jacob van
Ruisdael, IPSMG: R.2015.1

Path through a Wood i= a framed,
unglazed ail on canvas painting. There
i= a small circular sticker on the reverse
of the frame MNonwich Castle Museum
10417 13", which records that the
painting had been on loan to Nonwich
Zastle in 1913,

Gainshorough was known to be
influenced by Ruisdael.

A Collection of Ladies Clothes

IPStG: F.20154: Pair of brown
coloured women's platform shoes, size
B %2 made by Dolky Mixture in Britain
were donated.

The donor bought them at either

tMansfield or Dolcis in lpswich circa
1970.

IPSMG: F2015 6.1 Silk day dress with
short sleeves in a blue and white
gingham style weave, made by Hardy
Amies of Londaon.

IFPShG: K 2015 6.2 Two piece, eau de
nil and white bouclé check, wowven
wioman's suit. The suitis a size 16 and
the maker was Jaeger.

IPSMG: R.2015 6.3 Pale cream or
stone coloured patent leather handbag
with a short strap and with gold coloured
hinges at the top. The maker's name,
'EAYME' iz stamped in gold above the
internal zip.

IFPSG: K 2015 64 Pair of nawy blue
leather shoes trimmed with white, with

peep toes and shaped open sides. The
heels are five centimetres high and the
shoes were made by Salvatore
Ferragamo of Flarence, ltaly, {image
attached).

IPSMG: BR.20156.5

Fair of bone coloured leather casual
shoes with a gold coloured buckle and
stone coloured Petersham ribbon

bow. The heels are four centimetres
high and the shoes were made by
Salkvatore Ferragamo of Florence, Italy,
and have their original red bozx.

_II

e The Hardy Arnies
&2 ningharn dress
(left)

The nawy hlue
peep toe shoes
(helow)

Joan Lyall

Collections Information Officer
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Meet our new Artist Ranger:

by name is Liza Temple-Cox, and | am
lpswich Museum's newly appointed
Artist Hanger! This Arts Council England
funded position 1= part of the "Happening
on the High Street’ project — a
programme designed to develop
partnerships and create an exciting
series of contemporary arts events
across the lpswich Museum site.

| have a great fondness for the museum,

forged during rmy time as an art student
at the neighbouring art school — nowy
gallery — nearly thirty wears ago. As a
visual artist with a practice that engages
with museum collections, | am incredibly
excited by the challenges and
opportunities that this job presents. My
role is variable and covers many facets,
but | think what iz important is to really

024 Woneinn Road [P 2H

OpanTues - 58S am - B pm (Chsss Mon; Sustomer car park 21 rearal shop
Tel evinh i01473) 256061 =ax (01473] 254300 email itoW sk

Monsexar aranches atse gt Bacoos Doworoour Folvshom Lovwestofl & Maldon

Coes lpzwich

WWW.C0es.Co.uk

develop a sense of exciternent and
awareness about the things that will be
happening with the Museum and art
gallery, in advance of the |AMS
development proposal. I'm hoping to
raise the profile of the museum and its
collections, and introduce it to wider
audiences.

S0 why the job title Well, [will be
ranging between sites, and bebtreen the
MUsSeUms partner organisations, to
generate collaborative and cross
platform approaches to working with the
collections through contemporary ars -
to offer different perspectives to the
museum's incredible store of ohjects,
paintings and artefacts. I'm wery much
looking forevard to developing my role
and making things happen, here an the
High Street.

Lisa Temple-Cox
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Highlights of our Annual General Meeting on 13 April

Erica Burrows chaired the meeting and
reported on a very successful year . She
thanked Gay Strutt our retiring Fresident
and welcomed Lady Deben as our new
Fresident.

Earbara Cole was presented with a
houguet to thank her for her work as
tMembership Secretary. Barbara remains
on the Friends Committee. Jean
Attenborrowe s the new Membership
Secretary. Jerry Latham has retired from
the Committee, and was replaced by
Dominic VWall. (The new committee is
lizted on the next page.)

Feter Stockdale presented the
Treasurer's report. He noted that our
income was similar to the previous year,
but expenditure was higher as we had
contributed more to Museum
acouisitions.

Bill zeaman, Museum Manager, told the
meeting how the recent investment in
Zolchester Castle had led to significantly
improved visitor numbers. Visitar
numhbers had shown an improvement in
lpswich, and he anticipated that the
proposed High Street improvements
should lead to greater increases in

Yvisitor numbers.

Bill explained that changes in primary
school curricula have significantly
reduced school visitor numbers. The
Museumn Service needs to adapt to the
newy curricula. Another avenue being
explored is waorking with University
Zollege Suffalk, which iz helping to
eEncourage a new agenda for museumns.

Eill thanked Folk for their support and
particularly welcomed help with the
provision of non-reflective glass for
some of the pictures on exhibition.

Jayne Austin said that an Arts Council
grant has heen ohtained to support work
in the Art School. In addition to which a
post of Artist will be filled shorthy, to help
develop an ongoing programme for the
Art School. In answer to a guestion as to
whether Leonard Sguirrell's watercolour
paintings could be displayed in the Art
School, she explained that the current
light levels were unsuitable for
displaying watercolours, but future plans
would include solving this problem.

The meeting ending with a vote of
thanks to the newsletter editor and the
gardening volunteers at the Museum.

Our Corporate Members

Art Workshops

Earnes Construction
Eelvedere Feproductions Ltd
W Coe Ltd

The Dove Street Inn
Dummett Copp

Glaszwells Ltd

Gough Hotels

lpswich Building Society

The Ipswich School

lpswich High School for Girls

lpswich & District Hoteliers Association
kersey Solicitors

Fyan Insurance Group

Suffolk New College

VWatson & Hillhouse
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The FolM Committee 2015-2016

President: Lady Dehen
Vice President: Faul Eruce
Chairman: Erica Burrows
Yice-Chairman: John Lapsley
Secretary: Gary Butler
Treasurer: Feter Stockdale

Membership Secretary:
Corporate Membership
Secretary:

Newsletter Editor:
Website Manager:

Jean Attenboarrowy

John Lapsley
tary Halliwell
Clarninic Yall
Sheila Brooks, Barbara Caole,

Members:

.athleen Daniel
IAA Representative: Mary Hollis
Ipswich Society Rep: ken Wilzon

Ex-officio Member:

Bill eaman, Museum Service Manager

All members of the Committee can be contacted via
our YWebsite: www foim.org. Uk

or ¢/o lpswich Museum, High Street, pswich IP1 3GQH

Membership Details

Membership rates are;

Joint'Household ElS
Single 12
Student (under 245) £3
{Corporate £100

These are the minimum fees. Ve
would not dream of preventing anyone
paying more. A membership form can
be downloaded from our website or
contact our Membership Secretary:

Jean Attenborrowy (E01473 213025
jattenborrowi@hotmail. co.uk )

Those interested in hecoming
corporate members should contact us
direct via the website.

Membership as a Gift
All wvou have to do is send the

appropriate subscription (payable to
Folhd) together with contact details of
the recipient to Jean Attenborrowy, who
will prepare a gift pack for you to send.
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Councillor Carole
Jones tells us
about her favourte
ohject

see page 14

Friends listen to
Faul Bruce at their
Summer Farty

: page 11

wowdwf ol ore, uk

Regstered Charity Mumber: 275527

W e welcome new members To help us support our excellent Tpswich Ahuseums
Lietails of membership are given on page 23
W e use the website to advertise events which are notified foo late to be
printed in the MNewsletter.




