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On a lovely September day, a 
large number of Friends were 
welcomed by our own Guide 
Erica together with her 
colleague Andy to an absolutely 
brilliant time at Otley Hall. Their 
introduction to this wonderful 
building was fascinating from 
start to finish and we found it 
thoroughly engrossing. 

Built by the Gosnold family in 
about 1512 on the site of an 
early Norman dwelling, hard 
times enabled the house to 
avoid the modernisation that 
befell so many ancient homes. 
It is now an exquisite example 
of an important Tudor family’s 
determination to show off their 
wealth and good taste, 

Our very own Erica Burrows introduces Otley Hall to the Friends

A Hall that changed History   
In September the Friends visited Otley Hall, Tudor home of 
the influential Gosnold family.  By Barbara Butler 
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including the very best in 
brickwork and carved oak 
beams. Us short people were 
particularly comfortable 
roaming around the building by 
not having to stoop going 
through doors, which positively 
illustrated that our ancestors 
were not as tall as we are 
today. 

History is not about buildings 
though: it is about the people 
and events that took place in 
them. We toured the bedrooms, 
including the one where Oswald 
Mosley, the infamous leader of 
the Fascist Party, stayed during 
the 1930’s. Both he and the 
then owner, Mrs Dorothy 
Sherston and her son were 
interned during World War II 
because of their affiliation with 
the Nazi Party. Indeed, 
prominent Nazis were at 
Mosley’s wedding to Diana 
Guinness, née Mitford at 
Joseph Goebbels’ house in 
Germany. The guest of honour 
was Adolf Hitler. In Otley village 
there were, and still are, people 
alive at the time who say Hitler 
himself came here.  

In the parlour (from the French 
‘parlez’) where folk withdrew 
from the Great Hall to talk 

privately, we could see the fine 
oak linen-fold panelling which 
apparently was brought from 
Cardinal Wolsey’s Hampton 

Court in 1529 when he was 
obliged to leave in a hurry. 

William Shakespeare belonged 
to and wrote some of his plays 
for ‘The Lord Chamberlain’s 
Men’. These players came to 
Ipswich several times and 
almost certainly came here to 
perform in the playhouse 
around 1600. Whether 
Shakespeare was with them is 
not certain, but his plays were 
performed here when they were 
fresh, during his lifetime. 
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Otley Hall from the Southwest

We heard about the Gosnolds’ 
fluctuating fortunes and the 
influence they had in Tudor 
England, especially during the 
time of Elizabeth 1st and James 
1st. The most famous, of 
course, is Bartholomew 
Gosnold, a businessman and 
adventurer, who along with 
Walter Raleigh was a favourite 
of the Queen. They both made 
their fortunes relieving Spanish 
trading vessels of their goods 
on the high seas. Walter had 
sailed across the Atlantic three 

times during the 16th century, 
claiming land for Elizabeth, 
which he named Virginia. There 
were great treasures to be had 
in the New World, including 
sassafras, a cure for, among 
other things, syphilis. 

Bartholomew Gosnold was 
ambitious. He gathered a few 
entrepreneurs to Otley and in 
the Great Hall, around the great 
fireplace, they pledged their 
funding for the first of his 
expeditions. His little girl Martha 
had played with her mother in 
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those rooms, in the beautiful 
apothecary garden and in the 
Tudor Knot garden. By the time 
he sailed she had died, and the 
first place he named in the New 
World was a lush place where 
edible fruits, including grapes 
grew: ‘Martha’s Vineyard’ is 
where the Obamas now have a 
home. In the garden at Otley 
she is remembered in the 
pergola arch where we found 
ripe grapes. Bartholomew’s 
second expedition sailed back 
to America to establish ‘James 

Town’ for England’s new king in 
1607.  

These are just snippets of the 
incredible account our guides 
gave us. During our tea 
afterwards we agreed that this 
house is a national treasure, 
and it lies only just outside 
Ipswich. As Erica said, it is 
probably due to the meetings 
held where we were sitting and 
to Bartholomew Gosnold, their 
Suffolk host, that North 
Americans now speak English. 

Originally the back entrance, this is now the front door
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delighted to receive two of the 
awards that I think reflect the 
developing awareness and 
importance of becoming a 
community-conscious 
organisation that aims to make a 
positive social impact.  Firstly the 
Natural Sciences Volunteer team 
won the Volunteers award. The 
judges identified that the team’s 
work has had a profound impact 
on the Museum. Their tireless 
effort and dedication to efficiently 
archiving and cataloguing part of 
the Museum’s collection has 
meant that collections are 
properly listed and more 
accessible.  We also received the 
Innovation Award for the 

development of a pioneering 
partnership.  Supported by 
Suffolk Family Focus and Arts 
Council England, the Jobcentre 
Plus and Ipswich Museums 
teams have been looking for new 
ways to support each other’s 
customers, through events, 
promotion of volunteering and 
training opportunities and staff 
training. This work has included a 
free family fun day at Ipswich 
Jobcentre (see p.10).   Awards 
such as these remind us of the 
value of having great staff and 
volunteers that work incredibly 
hard to make a difference, and 
we have those in abundance 
here at Ipswich Museums.

Elle Root, winner of the 
Innovation Award at Suffolk 
Museum of the Year 2019, 
working with Philip Carter-
Goodyear at Ipswich 
Jobcentre Plus 
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For two such different 
organisations, Ipswich 
Museums and Jobcentre Plus 
have discovered that we have a 
surprising amount in common. 
Most of all, we both want to find 
ways to be useful to our local 
communities and support 
Ipswich’s wonderful and diverse 
people.   

Funded by Arts Council 
England and Suffolk Family 
Focus, we have been looking 
for new ways to support each 
other’s customers, through 
events, the promotion of 
volunteering and training 
opportunities, and staff training. 

From speaking with the team at 
the Jobcentre, it became clear 
that many of their parents and 
carers find it a challenge to 
entertain their families over the 
long summer holidays, 
especially if budgets are tight. 
We offer many free and low-
cost events, but we thought we 
could do more to welcome 
families into the Museum, 
Ipswich Art Gallery and the 

Mansion. We wondered what 
would happen if we ran one of 

our Museum events at Ipswich 
Jobcentre Plus itself. So, on 
Friday 16 August, we took it 
over for a day of animal antics 
and creature crafts, joined by 
teams from the Jobcentre, 
Wellbeing Suffolk, and Suffolk 
Family Carers. 

With live animal handling, a 
pop-up mini museum, artist-led 
activities, make-your-own 
wellbeing wands, badge 
making, an under 5s zone and 

Jobcentre Takeover! 
Two organisations that both serve the community are finding 
new ways to work together, writes Elle Root 

One of our youngest visitors 
playing in the under 5s zone 
at the Family Fun Day 
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mindfulness activities, there 
was a lot to get stuck into for 
the families that came along. 
Julia Nix, Jobcentre Plus 
manager for the East of 
England, commented that “I 
loved the fact that this felt like a 
real community event, with 
activities for the whole family. It 

gave parents the opportunity to 
speak to Jobcentre staff about 
the support we can give them 
while their children were being 
entertained, and hopefully we 
will be seeing more events like 
this in the future.”  

We were thrilled to welcome 
nearly 100 people to our family 

fun day. Here’s what they said: 

“Animals activities was all 
amazing – my children loved it!” 

“All of the activities were 
thoroughly enjoyed. It was 
lovely for my three-year-old 
son. A fantastic idea through 
the holidays.” 

“The people that were running 
the under fives area were 
amazing to my six-month-old. 
Very good with children and the 
art lady was so good with my 
baby. Thank you for all the 
friendly staff in general.” 

We are already thinking what 
we might do next with the 
Jobcentre Plus – ideas 
welcome! 

Izzy Keith introducing visitors to a 
mammoth’s tooth 
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Erica Burrows and I were 
invited to attend the unveiling of 
the painting in Norwich Castle 
Museum and Art Gallery on  
27 September where we were 
treated as guests of honour. 
During the evening it was made 
clear that our contribution was 
of more importance than the 
actual sum involved, as 
evidence of our commitment to 
and support of the Museums 
had been pivotal to the bid’s 

success. It will enable them to 
have the rights to display the 
painting, and I am so pleased 
that our continuing fund-raising 
efforts and the generosity of our 
members have allowed us to 
make such a pledge. I am also 
very excited that Walton 
Bridges is likely (probably in 
2022) to be the centrepiece of a 
major Turner exhibition, 
perhaps the first ever to be held 
in this part of East Anglia.  

Erica Burrows, Frank Hargrave, Philip Wise, James Steward and 
Richard Wilson at the Turner unveiling in Norwich. Photo courtesy 
David Kirkham.
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There are so many wonderful 
pieces of furniture at 
Christchurch Mansion, so 
many stunning paintings and 
numerous objects I could say 
were my favourite things. 
However, having worked in 
the Mansion for over 14 years, 
I start to look beyond the 
Museum collections to 
something everyone has seen 
but no doubt didn’t take much 
notice of.  

I am talking about wallpaper, 
samples of 18th-century flock, 
silk and painted wallpaper, 
which can be seen in various 
locations around the Mansion. 
Some locations are off limits 
to the general public, some 
are in full view! 

In the ‘first west’ cleaning 
cupboard there is remnant of 
some dark, heavy, geometric 
style paper typical of the 
Victorian fashion of making a 
room feel dark and enclosed. 
But to contrast this, in the 
shop stock cupboard on ‘first 

east’ is a remnant of a light 
airy wallpaper, hand-painted 
with Chinese scenes. 
According to Kate 
Fonnereau’s walk around of 
the Mansion, in 1851 this 
room used to be a bathroom, 

My favourite thing 
Duty Officer and Conservation Technician Carrie Calvert 
shares with us her favourite item in the Mansion collection 

Chinese design wallpaper 
from shop stock cupboard



FoIM Newsletter - Winter 2019

24

so a fittingly light airy feel to the 
room would make sense.  

Of course we all know the 
wonderful flock of the State 
Bedroom, considered by the 
V&A to be from an early date of 
the 1730s. This coincides with 
Thomas Fonnereau building 
this extension in 1735. What is 
great about this sample is that 
the same design and colour 
still hangs in HM’s Privy 
Council office at Whitehall. And 
if you want to deck your front 
room with the same wallpaper, 
then Humphries Weaving is 
where to go, their pattern 
called Colne damask originates 
from a former pattern, 
Campania, and this mimics this 

flock and is faithful to the 
earliest known surviving 
examples dating from the 
1720s-30s 
(www.humphriesweaving.co.uk
/christchurch-mansion-by-
natalie-jones for more on this). 

But above all others, my 
favourite is the flock hanging in 
the toilet corridor on ‘first west’. 
It is not my favourite because 
of its colour or pattern, its my 
favourite because it is 
extremely rare!  This kind of 
small-scale, informal 
asymmetric pattern was 
considered most appropriate 
for private apartments such as 
bedrooms and dressing rooms. 
This puts the Education Room 

Extremely rare flock wallpaper from First West 
corridor (image attributable to V&A)
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The Friends are delighted to announce the publication of the 

first book to focus on the history of our significant furniture 

collection at Christchurch Mansion. 
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